
Cape Breton University 
Inclement Weather Policy 

 
 
Introduction 
 

A.1 Cape Breton University is a publicly funded, service institution. Our operating norm is to 
always remain open for the conduct of classes and institutional business, if reasonable, while 
bearing in mind the safety of our students and employees.  

 
A.2 A number of Cape Breton University students live at a greater distance. For those in more rural 

areas, we will be accommodating, within reasonable bounds, when they are less able to 
attend because of storm conditions.  

 
A.3  Many Cape Breton University students have child-care responsibilities. When Cape Breton 

University is open, but the public schools are not, we will be accommodating, within 

reasonable bounds, when those with young children are unable to attend.  
 
Policy 
 

B.1 In making any inclement weather decision, the President, or designate, in consultation with 
other senior administrators as deemed appropriate, will assess:  

 
¶ available weather reports from Environment Canada and other sources; 

¶ the access to Cape Breton University parking lots; 
¶ road conditions, particularly Highway 125 and Grand Lake Road, in consultation with 

Cape Breton Regional Police - Traffic Safety Unit; and 
¶ other organization closures. 

 
If Cape Breton University=s parking lots and main highways/roads are plowed, and the 

weather outlook is for conditions to stabilize or improve, it is likely that Cape Breton University 
will remain open and classes will be offered.  

 
B.2 Separate decisions may be made concerning cancellation of day classes and evening classes. 

A decision will be made at different times during the day to allow for conditions mentioned in 

B.1. 
 

Possible scenarios include: 
 

¶ Class cancellation until 1:00pm (7:00am decision).  Should a decision be made to 
reopen for the afternoon, classes will resume at 1:00pm, while administrative offices 
will reopen at 12:00pm. 

¶ Class cancellation for the afternoon (11:30am decision). 
¶ Class cancellation for the evening (4:00pm decision). 

 
All local radio stations will be asked to make the appropriate announcements so that students 
and staff can plan accordingly. Security staff will also be notified and a message regarding 
closure status will be recorded for access through the phone system.  

 
B.3 In cases where a storm arises while classes are in progress, the decision to close will be made 



B.4 The completion of all course requirements determines whether or not credit will be given for 
that course, not the number of classroom or laboratory hours actually taught. It will be the 

responsibility of the individual instructors to determine if it is necessary for a class or lab to be 



¶ Employees who did not report to work that day, or who left prior to the decision to close, 
will be required to use personal leave (vacation or accumulated overtime, not sick leave), 

or make up the time missed, any hours not worked prior to the decision to close. 


